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The Criminal’s Playbook: How Location Influences Crime 
Crime doesn’t happen just anywhere—it happens in places where criminals believe they can strike 
successfully and escape without consequences. Location is a critical factor in how criminals choose 
where to commit an assault, robbery, or other violent act. They are strategic in their decision-making, 
carefully selecting areas that give them an advantage while minimizing their risk of being caught. 
Understanding the thought process behind location selection provides valuable insight into crime 
prevention. By recognizing the environments criminals favor, individuals, communities, and law 
enforcement can take proactive steps to reduce vulnerability and deter criminal activity. 

 
Low Visibility, High Opportunity 
Criminals prefer secluded areas where they can operate unseen. Locations with poor lighting, 
obstructed views, or minimal surveillance provide the perfect conditions for an attack. 

• Dimly lit streets, alleys, and parking lots are prime hunting grounds for robbers and 
assailants. 

• Areas with overgrown bushes, abandoned buildings, or blind spots offer criminals a place to 
hide before launching an attack. 

• Places with limited sightlines, such as stairwells and underpasses, allow offenders to 
ambush victims without being noticed. 

When visibility is low, criminals have the upper hand. Simple measures like installing better lighting, 
trimming overgrown foliage, and placing security cameras in blind spots can significantly decrease 
the likelihood of crime. 

 
Blending in Among the Crowd 
While some criminals prefer isolation, others take advantage of crowds. High foot-traffic areas—
such as shopping malls, train stations, and busy streets—offer cover for criminal activity. 

• Pickpockets thrive in crowded environments where physical contact is common and 
distractions are everywhere. 

• Muggers and robbers can disappear into the crowd after striking, making it harder for law 
enforcement to track them. 

• Scammers and fraudsters exploit busy locations where people are rushed, distracted, and 
less likely to notice deception. 

Staying alert in crowded spaces, keeping belongings secure, and being mindful of sudden 
distractions can reduce the risk of becoming a target. 

 
Avoiding Surveillance: The Criminal’s Need for Anonymity 
Surveillance cameras are a major deterrent to crime—so criminals actively avoid them. Areas with 
little or no camera coverage are prime locations for illegal activity. 

• Criminals often scope out businesses and streets to identify locations where cameras are 
missing, broken, or poorly positioned. 
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• Some cover their faces or change clothing before entering areas with security cameras to 
avoid identification. 

• Others may target victims in parking garages, stairwells, or behind buildings, where cameras 
are less likely to be present. 

For businesses and communities, ensuring cameras are operational, well-placed, and visible can 
discourage criminals from choosing a particular area as a target. 

 
Targeting Wealth: Where the Money Is 
Some crimes are financially motivated, making certain areas highly attractive to criminals looking for 
a profitable hit. 

• Affluent neighborhoods, luxury shopping districts, and high-end hotels attract criminals who 
believe the potential reward outweighs the risk. 

• Parking lots of banks, jewelry stores, and electronics retailers become hotspots for 
robberies, as criminals assume people are carrying cash or valuable goods. 

• Areas with ATMs and night deposit boxes offer easy access to victims handling large sums of 
money. 

While carrying expensive items visibly or withdrawing money in public can increase risk, situational 
awareness and choosing secure locations can minimize vulnerability. 

 
Planning the Escape: Proximity to Getaway Routes 
Criminals rarely act without an exit strategy. The ability to flee quickly and without detection is a key 
consideration when selecting a crime location. 

• Areas near alleys, side streets, subway stations, or highways provide multiple escape 
options. 

• Criminals may position a getaway car nearby to ensure a fast departure. 
• They often choose locations near pedestrian tunnels, fire escapes, or public transportation 

hubs to vanish before police arrive. 
Being mindful of suspicious individuals lingering near exits, vehicles idling nearby, or unusual foot 
traffic patterns can provide warning signs of criminal intent. 

 
Weak Security Measures: Easy Entry, No Resistance 
Criminals assess the security of an area before deciding to strike. The easier it is to get in, commit 
the crime, and get out, the more appealing the location becomes. 

• Poorly lit parking lots with broken lights create an ideal setting for ambushes. 
• Apartment buildings with broken locks or no security staff invite home invasions. 
• Businesses with no alarm systems or security guards are more likely to be targeted for 

robberies. 
Strengthening locks, lighting, and security presence can make an area less attractive to criminals, 
who often choose the path of least resistance. 
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Familiarity with the Area: Knowing the Terrain 
Many criminals prefer to operate in areas they know well. Familiarity with a location allows them to: 

• Identify weaknesses in security. 
• Know the fastest escape routes. 
• Blend in with the local population. 

Criminals who live near their crime scenes are more likely to return repeatedly if they know the area 
provides easy opportunities. Neighbors and community members who report suspicious behavior 
can disrupt these patterns before crime escalates. 

 
Eliminating Witnesses: Striking Where No One Can See 
The fewer people around, the lower the risk of getting caught. Criminals actively seek out locations 
where witnesses are scarce, distracted, or unlikely to intervene. 

• Vacant lots, deserted alleys, and abandoned buildings provide perfect cover for an attack. 
• Residential areas during work hours—when most people are at work—make homes more 

vulnerable to burglaries. 
• Public restrooms, storage rooms, or isolated stairwells offer criminals a private space to 

strike unnoticed. 
Avoiding isolated areas, staying in well-lit public spaces, and moving with purpose can help deter 
criminals who rely on lack of witnesses. 

 
Timing Matters: Crime and the Clock 
The time of day plays a crucial role in criminal location selection. 

• Late at night or early morning, when streets are emptier, increases the likelihood of a 
successful attack. 

• Shift changes at businesses create moments of vulnerability when security may be 
distracted or absent. 

• Rush hour in crowded areas allows criminals to disappear into the chaos after committing a 
crime. 

Adjusting routines to avoid high-risk times, such as walking alone at night or withdrawing cash at odd 
hours, can minimize exposure to danger. 

 
Fear and Vulnerability: Psychological Targeting 
Beyond physical factors, criminals exploit fear. They choose locations where people naturally feel 
uneasy, knowing hesitation works in their favor. 

• Dark alleys, isolated bus stops, and underground parking garages increase a victim’s sense 
of vulnerability. 

• Hospitals, cemeteries, and rural roads—where people feel uneasy or hesitant to confront 
strangers—can serve as crime locations. 
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• Public parks at night, where shadows and silence create anxiety, are frequently chosen for 
assaults. 

Recognizing the psychological tactics criminals use can help individuals make more strategic 
decisions about where they go and how they move through different environments. 

 
Conclusion: Controlling the Landscape of Crime 
Criminals don’t choose locations randomly—they select areas that give them control while reducing 
their chances of being caught. By understanding how criminals think about location, individuals and 
communities can take proactive steps to disrupt criminal opportunities before they arise. 

• Improving lighting, security, and surveillance can make high-risk areas less appealing. 
• Increasing awareness and reporting suspicious activity can disrupt a criminal’s sense of 

anonymity. 
• Adjusting personal habits, avoiding isolated areas, and staying alert in high-crime zones can 

minimize risk. 
Crime thrives where opportunity meets vulnerability—but by taking control of our environments, we 
can make those opportunities far less frequent and far more dangerous for the criminals themselves. 
 


